Grupo Rede Amazonica cooperates with
Fraunhofer to roll out MPEG-H Audio on their
Amazon Sat broadcast channel
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Grupo Rede Amazdnica is the first broadcaster in Latin America to provide a 24/7 MPEG-H
Audio service on one of their terrestrial broadcast channels using ISDB-Tbh TV 2.5.

In Brazil, a major technological upgrade of the digital TV infrastructure is underway. Part of it
is the TV 2.5 project lead by the Brazilian Digital Terrestrial TV System (SBTVD) Forum, which
was finalized in August 2019 and includes state-of-the art media technologies such as
immersive and personalized audio and HDR video.

MPEG-H Audio has been included in the TV 2.5 standard, particularly due to its capabilities
to deliver immersive sound and, even more important, its advanced personalization and
accessibility options, which no other audio system can currently deliver. The system enables
the audience to interact with the content and to adapt the audio experience to their
preferences. The option to personalize the balance of dialogue and background sounds,
choose between different languages, and position the audio description at different
locations in the room, makes for a highly individualized experience for everyone while at the
same time ensuring an unmatched degree of accessibility for people with visual or hearing
impairments.

Leading the way to TV 2.5

“Grupo Rede Amazoénica is the largest communication group in northern Brazil and a driver
of technology innovation and adoption. Amazon Sat is the first Brazilian broadcast channel
to implement MPEG-H Audio into regular 24/7 broadcast services, bringing unprecedented
opportunities, such as immersive audio and interactivity, to open TV,” explains Eduardo
Lopes, Engineering Director of Grupo Rede Amazébnica.

“It was a great experience to work with the Fraunhofer team to implement MPEG-H into our
production and transmission chain,” says Luciano Jeyson, Technical Supervisor of Grupo



Rede Amazonica. “We are thrilled to be part of such a historic moment. Empowered by
MPEG-H, our viewers on Amazon Sat can now personalize their audio experience to meet
their preferences and enjoy their daily programs in a completely new way,” he continues.

Creating content for the new program

A major advantage of MPEG-H Audio is that its personalization features benefit immersive as
well as 5.1 and stereo productions. In fact, a single MPEG-H production can cover all these
setups. Sound producers and editors are already creating new, exciting content with MPEG-
H Audio. This works particularly well as they can use their existing tools and workflows with
just some minor modifications to produce stereo, 5.1, and immersive content with the full
range of personalization options. A range of intuitive production tools for MPEG-H Audio can
be integrated into existing tools and well-established workflows without changing routines a
whole lot.

“We were delighted to support our partners at Grupo Rede Amazonica on their way to
becoming the first broadcaster in Brazil that provides a personalized audio experience to
their audience,” says Stefan Meltzer, Chief Business Development Manager in the
Fraunhofer IIS Audio and Media Technologies Division. “Together with our technology
partners at ATEME and Showcase Pro, we have achieved a great milestone in Brazilian
broadcast. Being part of such a dedicated team is an absolute pleasure and | look forward to
all the exciting joint projects we have already lined up.”
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